Januiry/February 198n

tlurray!  ducray!  bor the first tine Lo months we
Jo NI - u_p.z.l; DI WOr - have any conmilttee chionjes to
wp)rt;. iis insidious stabilicy will have to  stop.

C ojust con't go on like this.

2 to a4 wousbt  unfortunate aaix-up with  the
printers we saere wble to bring  you the latest
wditlon of SIARCGATE last montli. It is now owveilable,
ad iL you tven't got your copy goi, toll @ comittoe
puber . As well as s newsletter axd SoAGAE,  a
nest Liblory cataloj(u:) is Availeble this month, 55 we
really have an cabarresacnt of  ciches It nover
tains....ale. A secial  word  of v..hc.\.'is is due to
RiLla, «ho ook on & monuaancal tesk, at wvery ushort
notice, an? Jdid it exeellently. 1t is aopzd thot
futwre Stacgates will not be quite so behiad schedulc.

we would 1ike o remingd meaboes that the  Alsling
Shieal  prize for the b\_st work in S is o be awacdud
2t the anusl dinner. ‘fhe prize will be given on the
bisis of wvotes cost by ISFA members, the aotly
receiving the nmost votes, obviously, winning. "ahae",
you nay ask, “awhat bty of  UF work is Lll,xble’.‘“
"Aiythingt", we reply, "Absolutely aoything. “osoopt
gtartrek  — tive wovie" the Chaiviaan is hoeard o mutter
in @uill leteers.

It is hopd that the annual genorsl mecting will
ta. teld es usual  in Apcil/Mzy/dunc. we'll let you
know. 1t has buen sujjested that the mecting NIU Loke
place on Butucdey afterncon in o iotel, as it hes up
Lo now, but that ca avening necting wight Lo aore
suituble. LE meaberyg  have  any viads on the mocter
we'd e glad to hear thaa.

sa'd like to  realikl you  agedin Lbout  ALEACON.
1t's being Leld in Seotland ot Brseer, ool details aay
be hwd feon brendan,

There ar still some ISEA calendars left. Pietce
or  Arthur  will boe only too glad to sell you one - or
moce if you want.

FEETINGS

DECHBLR

the Decoatanr aceting, held carlied than usunl  beceus. of
various  festivities, was given over o sugjestions for/
criticisas of Liw LSFA. After & soackat slow stard,  the
allnic got really nmoving, and, suwerisiojly coougli, thuere was
alwmost no accinony. ‘e sugyestions wece of o high  standart,
and  wiere  all duly aoted by the secretacy.  we decided to give
you a swiwtory, and to say vhiab was Jecided oa them at the  last
comnltoes neeting.

1) Yeaclony caluvdar ol cvants.  Soe below.

2) Advertising in libeaties. We aro jetting o sanll
version  of the poster  cduplicated, ani bids will be
circulateld to libraries in the grooter ixublin agaen,

3) Nuowsojonts Lo BLoCR Hlargat we o have  aparosched
Lasons, wio love & astiovowilc Qistcibuiis

Vot aiil
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asked than to tuke a nuaber of Stargates. We avalt  their
ceply.

4)  Lmprovaaent  in Stargates. Cihis  will  alwost
carteainly be essentiol if we do get Easons, ot some other
ajency, wo aistribute Stacjete. dhe initial cost, however,
is  prohibitive. The prescit Stargate cost alwost all the
Iska's (eacining buijet for tidls year. We have cnoujh to
vover  thie  siort-story  coapetition, but oot wuch else.
towever, es boseid, the ypnarketing of Stargece rteaains a
definite Loajuern joal.

5) ror various sub-gommittoes. Ihis will depend on
interest  aaocngsc adabers. I apears that enoujh people
vant g Starteek  group, and  that  one  looks  fairly
likely(ugit=cd.) . As  for the rest - tell ug, if you have
any idcas.  we'll tell you if we have any.

5) vostal maaborship.  we already have several rtural
mantxers. A atteapt will be wade to atiract some wore. It
is vuviously luliccous that the IRISH science fiction
associction is really thie DILA.  Sucely there are people in
Corn,Gulway, ot o wmention Belfast, sl read science
tiction. e have wade contact  already with soacone in
pelfastvao is interestaed in secting up an SF group in  that
city.

dhcie ware several other suggesstions of & general
natuce which should be  thought about in  Lthe futucce.
Qutings, dubstes, woce member contact, Loncy dress parties
- ull are good ideas, nceding a grecter or lesser anount of
VOCK Lo make thea woli.

Jasuary

The Junuacy meeting was intended to be by Harry Harrison.
lic couldn't noke it, and Breadan Ryder filled the gap with a
talk on Stactiexk which he should heve given  at an earlier
weaeting.

te tvoved the carly aistory of the series vhich, nore than
any other, nas brought SF to an  incredibly large body of
people, and made the greater pact of the 1V owning world awere
of the gonre.

Phe series really bejan in the nind of Gene Roddenberry,
an N8C  scriptwriter, in 1850, After 4 years he Cinally had
created the world of Star Trek, basing all his sceming  far-out
ideas on real wechnoloyy.  The idvas used were so good that
several research insticutions actualy ramy up to ask  how
woddenbotry had actuzlly found out such swell-guarde] secrets.

1he cagkain's nane was originally to have been Apcil, then
it vas cuaanged Lo Pike; finally it was settlad as James 1.
Kirk. (vhats the T for-oid.) The first officer was initially a
WU, Siie waS soon ovecshadowed, however, by o Vulean named
M. Spock.  Uver Lhe years, other characters appearsd, aml -
if successlul - stayaed.

Ihwe Cirst eplsode - 'The Caje' was screenad in 1964,  and
reected by NEC. ey did,  however, ajree to a seconxd plot
progrent.  Inis episode - 'Whicre Vo tMan Has Cone before' wais a
success, and, in February 1955 WBC announced the new series,
schwluled for transmission that Autuan, and called 'Star ‘f'rek’.

we were also fortunate to get a talk from Nick  dmmelt on
HoG. wells,  Hick gave e potted biography of the won, both as
an carly ‘socialist' and as onv of the ecrliest Seiense Fiction
writers.
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REVLEAS

e fouse Thot Hoare:l
e vousie on the Moon
The Mouse on wall Street.
all by Leonard aibberly  Bantam boohks.

Laese three books by Dudblin born Leonard wWiblwrly are  &ll
outstandingly funny accounts of the adventures of the fictioncl
Duchy of Gramdd Fenwick , a 3 by 5 mile nation located betwzen
France aad  Switzerland. The countey was foundaed in the 15th
century by some cenegade Bnglish nercenaries, and has  reaained
almost  unchenyx!  until  this  doy. Mere ace no cars in the
country, only one road, amd the soldicrs wear chainmail  and
carry lomgbows. e gJovernamt  is  nodellal on the current
British system of a consticutions wenarchy, althoujh chere is
no libuse of Words. ‘Taz wein cheracters in the Duchy are the
Ducihwss Glotiana XILL, heer pebac winister = the Couwnt  of
sountjoy, tie opposition leader David sentner aind the consort
Tully ascoub. Wwich this beckground, we can aow  discuss  the
books inklividually.

The first book starts with an econuaic crisis in the Duchy
- there has been introducw! in the U.S.A. a Californian wine
vihiich plajatises the Duchy's only oxkport - Pinot Srewd Fonwd ok,
Wacn  ropeated protests to the U.S.A. Dbring only silence,
Mowitjoy suggesls that they declare war, fully intending  to
lovse and be rehabilitated widi millions by the end of the
wech., A dnvasion foree is sent to Wew  York when  the
declavation of war is ignored a3 well, lad by the not yet
consort = Bascoab. Unluckily, he and his wmen lakl  in the
wmiddle of a practice air-raird, and captuce a Colonbia professor
~ Dr. ‘lheodore Kokinty - and his naw super-weapon - Lhe
Q=boiab. You should be avare that only Mountjoy was aware of
the plan to loose the var, everyone clse expectod to avenge the
national lonour, ecte. Yo when the J-bomb, Kokinty, and o Low
other prisoners are brought back to the Duchy unnoticed by U.S.
intellijonce, the war is as good a von.  the UG, capltulates
within a week, dountjoy has a fit, and Lhings jo on fron thero.

The scecond book concerns rountjoy's atteapts to  obtain a
loan  Lrom the U.S. for a hussian 3able coat for Gloriaona, and
to put pluabing in the castle. wNot wishing to be quite so
blunt aboub it, he asks for the moncy to send a rockeb to the
rvoil. As Lt happens, the Council of Freeaen  insist  that  the
moon  peoject actually vevur. wountjoy is forcal Lo ajrec, aixd
mattoers get under way, led by Dr.  Kokinty(who was a native of
Grand benwics after all, having waigreted with his parents vhen
sbill a baby). Using & hojgshead of Pinot Grand Fonwick, a2l
sote iron filings, a second=hand Saturn rvocket axl nozzles made
of shower-heads, the rocket actunlly joies off to the Moo, nuch
to  tie. consternation of  the BKussians, acd of Lhe facricans.
Complications add o the jencral bilarity of the situntion.

Part of the peace treaty after the war with  the U.o.A,
vas  the provision thot the U.S5.  provide a factory in the
Htates to manufacture Pinot Grand Fenwick  {lovoured  chuwing
gua.  luis does not proove o be a luctative project until miny
years later, as Aanericans stact Lo switeh  froo  eigorcttes to
chewing  gua, as cecounted in 'The dousc on Wall Street'. Waen
Profils suldenly skyvocket, tike new inflow of monzy nearly
ruing  the Grand renvick cconomy. Lventunlly the next dividend
is given to the Duclicss to get rid of. She decides to put it
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into stocks, hoping to loose every penny. Naturally, her
lnvestaunts do  guite well - so wuch so  that  she  tucns
20,600,000 inbo 51,060,000, 000 within a fow months. Again,
complications add to da wost asusing scory, aml one which is
sacll vocth reuding.

A Low goneral comaents. e first Lo books  were  wade
into filws. I can't rowaaber many of the characters, but 1
Leliceve Peter Sellas playcd  Mounbjoy(he did! and  Peter
Ustinov pleyed sascoab - cu.) . Wibberley nakes gox! use of
Clicues and steucoeypes, wlich secve o Shurpen the hunour Lo a
well  honed  polnc. - U also wakes o fow prudictions (yuite
accidontly, 1'a sure) wiich  are woazingly accurates tie
forecusts  the developaaent of the noutron Laab in 1954, and in
1952 he correctly picks 20ta July 1859 s the day of the first
sloon Laaxding.

ALl in all, thes
entertainaent, and well
not.

Joln mcCartiy.

2 books are outstanding  light
worth reading by anyone - SF addicts or

BINARY STAR 2

ceording to che publishers, this book consists of "two
yreat novellas in a single voluae". This is something of an
ugaygeration.

Novells one: fine Mwiligit River ; by Gordon EKlund

this  “stac” is  primitive, axl  fuicly  dia. Stock
chacacters, rougn-hoewan froa the purest unadulterated cardboardd
of the carly 1V40s' pulps, fail to  achieve creaibility. 1he
welting style wijht jel you pass warks on a priwmary school
essay, but not a lot wore than that. trow a prolessional
welteo like dilund, I fihdd this  inexcusable, and totally
unaceepeable. e can (and hes in the past) ptoducad work  that
is w0 wvery wuch better. I think he saw the chance Lo make a
quick cusy Luek, aid duj a discarded childivwod  offort out of
the thiash trunk in the actic. Shauc on you, Cordon!

Wovella twos The Tury ; by F.Paul Wilson.

5

‘iis is not bed at ell. Ypider Mobinson once said 1ost
appropriately  thot Dinary systuas tend to have one bright and
one dGia star, aad so fec, this binery is right in the groove.
The story:  Take a pléncl colonised once upon a time by soae
class of lertun Wapire, and tiien left alone to woulder for a
fevi hudeod years (sowwkis faniliar, doesn't it?). End up with
Lo mein species: primitive buadns, viio have  developed
socially, 1E not pnysically, to the approximate level of 14th
century Butoja;  and ftrcles --- sort of hairy apes, hunted am!
hated Ly tie husans  as horrible ad revolting wonsters, o
hovever seam to be o lot wore hwaan, or  anyway  auzh nicer
prople, than tikeic (officially) hwaan encaies. lhicy also talk.
Noc that thet weans o lot nowadays.

Basicially, this story is one of  a  struyygle for
acceptence, for rcecognition of humen (being?) rights. It could
b Laken as us andalojy ol Blatk USA, at least in part.  ‘there
Is a nice theological Lwist ac tiw end.

Both novellas are illustrated by Steven Fabian in din
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shades  of  grey on groy. It is hord o sce cnough of the
dravings Lo tell if they are any gooxd or not. LE [ were  this
arkist, ['d be en toute to the publisher's office with blood in
wy cye and a well-honed axe in wy hand. ‘This sort of shit can
only hari an artist's ceputation.

Bobby Muckaujhlin

e Earthsca Trilojy : Ursula Le Guin.

1) A wizard of Earthsca

this book tells the first grear adventure of  Sparrowiiawk
wiien he was  a yowlj wman. Al the boods are set in an
archipeliyo called Earthsea. ::"Narrowhauk lived in a saxll
village in Sont, one of the islauds. ‘The village witch taughe
hin a few sinple charms ad spells, axd waen  the village is
favaded by Kargish warriors, he defeats than by calling up a
mist.

‘Mis coused his father to chink L2t Sparrovhawk  would
moke & goud nagician, and so he seat him to Roke, where the
Schivol of magicians was. Sparrovhaws learned & lot about being
a agician, but he met a boy culled Jasper of o he was very
jualous.  Jasper  challenged him o work  a  spell,  anxd
Sparroviawk  said  he could conjure up the spirils of the dead.
Jasper sald ik couldn't; Sparcovhawk ot so angry that hie
swore lie would do it. itk succeeded in calling up a spirit, but
whoo he had called it ug, some sort of creature juapxxd  throujl
Lrom  the world of the dead to his world. It actacked hin, amd
left nin badly injured before escaping.

the was broughe back to the school close to desth, but
recoverad slowly.  Whin he was recovering, he resolved to go to
kill the creature. It was very dangerous because it took  over
other preoples' minds and bodies, aad used thaw for its own
purposes.  wWhen it had finished using thew o discerded thea 2s
coply shells.  The cest of the ook 15 spoent on bis on his
journey looking for the creature. te travellel aainly by sea,
accompanicd by hils  Ericod Veilch, wio helpad  him when the
creature attacked him. After @ lony search he filiris the
creatuce ond destroys it, ending book 1.

2) The Tombs of Atuan.

This second book follows the life of Tenar, or Acha - as
siie has becoine known, who ws belivved to be a reincarnation of
the One Priestess. She was caken from her pareats and weat  to
live ncar the Toabs of Atuan with the other pricstesses. Uatil
stz was about eijhteen, she lived there, leading a dull  and
boriny. lifc, as she was coapletely cut off fron the outside
wrld, his part of the book Jdrags a bit until she jots
permission to anter the tombs. 1his was her right; no one
could unter  the rombs oxgcept her. e togbs  were  vast
underyroww! catacombs, awxd she spont a lot of tine wawlering in
then. e day she found Sparrovhiawk, whio was  trapped in the
tonbs, scarching for the lost holf of the riny of Lrrethi-hkbe.
She has the lost helf, and Sparrosvhiavk mends it. He wants to
bring her away from the Toabs, because he hnows that she is not
teally sure whether sha believed in what she was doing or not.
Just  as he is bringing ber out there is an 2arthwuake, aul the




Pa Ju 5

.
Toabs ave destroyed. lhis is the climax of the scconl  book.
Tenar  escopes with Spariovaund, okl the journcy for a few days
until tiwy reacn the sea.  Sparcowiavk says pe will  bring  her
Lo Havior, wiicet she will be safe. this ends book 2.

3) The barchest Shoue.

This book bejgins with sparrvowhawk as the Arctmage - the
heal of e wagicions of koke. e is now an old wman, and is
worriad because he hears that people arve forgetting the  spells
that  had  been passed down frow Lather to son for hundreds of
yeols.  Tuere Seans to be ot kind of apathy spreadind  throujgh
Larthsea,  ddone  can reaaaber the old skills and crafes, and
the ople o Knew thaa have jone wad. Sparrowhiawk  meets  a
youw) adan called Acren,  amd  they decide to gyo on a voyaje
Lojetiier, Lo see what  the cause can b, They  sz2il avay
tojetact, far frow Roke, amd visit several islarxls on the
outuiticts of Eartusca. One of tne places they visit is tikvnor,
viiere hacdly anyoae is able to cope with their life. ‘ihiey go
o & faaily wiich usced to have a grest cradition of dyeing, amd
find that the wowan who used to do it, and her son, are now
coupletely cracy.  1his could w2ll be comporad o the world of
today, witn ies portrayal of the jgrwdusl decline of a Whole
tace, wkd groving degendence on drugs,  cie. Spatrowiawk oyl
Arcen loave che inlabitel islands, and travel fucther out until
ey reech wie land of che dead, where they wmeet  Brreth-Akbe,
the ancient lord wiho used to own the amulet Sparroviiawh found.
Tie also weet the dyanaker's son, callad Cob.

Cob started Wil Lhe evil by ceylivy to get to the land of
the dead. tie was now dead, but was stuck halfway between the
Lo oL lds, rethier like tie creature Sparrowhawk killed in book
o, fue  evil power of death is sucking him into ot, as well
as  gpeading the opathy of the Jdead  throujhout Eartisea.
Spatroaiaat resolves . Lo stop the ovil from sprezding oy using
all his power €0 Seal the gap. because Cob created  the leak,
Spattowtiwi  and Arrcn were able to enter the land of the Dead,
whiich diey could not have done ordinarily. Sparroviiawk swamons
up  all his  power, aod uondges to seal the gap. Afcer he has
cdone this hie 1s absolutely ughausted, amd Arren is very worried
about  hiw. Cihicy amect a Jdeagon cilled Kalessin who offers tham
a lifc back to KRoke. Later, when Spacroshiawk caaes to  tkavnor
for Arren's crowing as King of All the Isles, he decides to
over tie sea ajela to the west, and noone sces hiw «ajain.

Lucy walshe \
L]

vaster of ilawks; by Linda E. Bushyeagerc. DELL $1.¢5

Ihis swocds ond sorcery story is set in a post-nuclear
devestation Enjland, and concerns  itself with the strujgle
between the Rinjdoa of York and the Taral Eapire. ‘he  jeceral
officers of woth arivs are sorcerors, ]l telepaths are
ten a peany.  Cthese  telzpeths are tuwed  to various birds,
animels and so on. The  hero,lawk, 1s a dbird-peth and the
Lizrolne, Roslyn, is gifeed with a very effective  sigth-sense
eariy warnlng systea.  Shie is also imaune to uagic.

much of the action is concernsd with the action of  the
Yorkisus  to forjye. an allience  with  the  Sylvan, a
forrest-dwelling  rave of bhuwaanolds who  ekert  Lelepathic
influcnce over plants. (L wish [ could get them to have a word
with the weods inay jarden) .
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The book is readable, 1 unreaackable, ond doesn't okl
wuch o the genrte.  Don't bust your ass trying Lo get a copy.

Phe wireshift God; Kusuel o, Criflin. beLb T1.95

Tae searting  point of  this story is the year 21U3.
Aderica s dividad inlo stveral cowlcoies, the Baat ant socth
Lelng  dowinatad by scabs, aad che Souca - the Gualeli
Conictatacy = by halive slients.

Tue hero Is o professor of Lajliso and Linguistios, Whose
wein  Lield is Lhat of Luropean Cultuce, 2ol wao 1s aboul to Le
sazhed, o8 Lds topdc Is wecoming inceeasingly unpopulic in the
Arao—or tentataeld section of Lhce coaclient.

tiewille, outside the Galaky.... a0 intarstelloe prooe

Bas  reactked  Slcius,  and pas sent back a vid-coest sioving Lo
planct Aloor.  dhe folas bock bae are sureiscl @ see
huaonolds on thie streen, wrd cvan wore [laober Josted Lo sec one
unaisteheably  huaan  individueal. s porson  coamcnves Lo

address  the  probxe  in Lotin, bronch cod siddle-snglish. e
Bero, Actime Caine, i stidacppad Ly che Suabalt Conlo laraney ool
askad, nay ordere!, o trenslote the worls of o Digure in che
vid—casc. by Jdedusction Lz couss o the  coaclusion that  the
gerson is Jofn Loteadeus, the amdlociag Jewl Codae joes Lo the
planct wita o scarch patcy, ikl 5 e stoty WoLss dul with the
purch  pevplebocoaing wraesived i oo ol locnl olitics and
religion = tue wiole thing wsuing in aayicat.

Mis reviewer nos 0o hesitaiclon io tecoucrling chis bool,
Lt plot  is goud, the chocaecterisetion 2lon, aald iU s bijuly
Lhuaourous in places
Frang Rouin:.

The nfernw; Pred + GSeofl boyle. Penjuia oooks: 250. 1 vat.

iils rather coubtful [icher/son ceda re nob  wkactly i
Lest writers around, bul thoy'te ot uacowifortable,

ihose whio like theie 5.l. with leshiimgs. of scicatific
Jergon will probably enjoy tiis bovi. Unforiwistely, there
very lictle in the ook buesides w Jéu jon. wae lot
vireuslly non-ciistane,  chz o cho Lrs saon to Livd
fron rideqe Tusscuds, e ! ' e I oaologise Lo
that word) concerns e scicnbist-person wao fhiels out sceidently
Oy sonwe Lluke thoo Che world wil) be vitwuilly doescroyes o ten
deys Ly a flame of radiation zowiing Cowil3s us, el wacl b
does to stop Lhe panlt.

It is a simgle story, and S.K. Lo rerl. Tue blub  says
that it 1s "an &dventure story witihv @ aow WWISL Lo the
post-mlocaust survival wollf".  woethor Gt desirilies  the
cfforts of the authors (o sutvive the book, or the w»eld Lo
survive Lhe radiation, will nover ke soow

Night of Lijul, Philip Josc Fawace. tetkeley: S1.54

Not bad, § thoujht, wiven 1 first bejgan whis boon. but
while reading it ay thoughts bejgoan to change. 1t s to e one
of the wrst picces of drivel [ have read inay lifo.

Tae story has @ bero wio s DI12ed as a galoctic ey ol
wife-nurdorcer. my  personal  view 1o Lol e cets wore like o

.
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seullfcd wobbit, L s stayiong oo Dante's Joy, a planet outside
of vur jJulady. bLvery sevon years chere oceurs on this plinet a
metabolic clhienge in the  alaoopiirere, cousing  all  those  wiw
aren't  in bieduzad sleep to freak around doing what their souls
dictate Lo toae — undertones of  the by cra? Those  who
suLvive tae seven days @t seven nighis are hailod as gols,

AN complicaled nishesih of  rival warshippers, jods,aad
plicsen  wind hall-Tovact picees of skin, Lt bes Lo be read Lo
Lo Lelicved,

Sty Suwd joer.

o Litewary Crivicisa ebouc Hoburt Heinlein in the iSkA

IL you stand awl thing, you will probably jree with e
it ot aliiosce ony LSkA wecting, you will ind soacone telling
soaeone else tow much they digliie  iednlein's work "= yet 1
don't oclicve I have seon any revivas of any of s Looks In
ny Lok publication. Wy is wiis  the  case? Lt certainly
iso't tinougi ledn of wacerial, for neinlein's output over the
y2irs has been proadgous, quincitavely speaking. Cetlainly  he
i recoynissl  ws e guiding lighat in tie ficld; wmany booxks by
Ollict eudioes aie foirly clearly dosiginad ab least in part o
Cokkait o als vivws on wotal issucs.  ror instones, the blurb
on che bach of e 1875 Jebit wlition of Tae Forever had by Joo
Haldeadd  scabes wiab "ooe wer is the opposite of Lthe one
tleinlein glortificd in 'Stacship Tooopers' - bloxly, vruel il
meaningless.”

pae quescioa isa't really way 50 Lany weople disajree with
tdeinlein's outlovess - e Wiy all these vosiferous people
have devided L volee it cetioing In Oob. literatucce.
Uie possible tewson eould be Lhial wadle they bave to acceopt bis
assuaplions, Laey Jon't Like the  conclusions thelr  reasoning
wekes  Lhea told,  which ore, ol Courue, are quite siailo to
delnlein's. [ ok Chls 1s probobly an wdequete  explonation.
Wor 1 an joing o state e aany objections L bave lweatd, and
teluce thaa ysell. Lowould HKe v cicouce Ju anyoie Whio does
nave  fadrly scrony vivws on lleialein's work o put thaa foto
print. 1 bolieve cuse o el Lwount of  uszful  and  fevealing
Giscussior  could  resuli, walch could prove o e vory
cutetenining os wells

10 ot the cab wwonj Lhe pijeons, 1 will now Jive a review
of onc of uy fovougite heinleln ooks (I, at least, will adnit
to wiyoying 4 lot of nis work, aich is wore cdhan all  dhe
vociluious theladicin rocdoes will o at the mectingo.
star boast.

mis bova ls @ quasi-juvenile, dating Lrom 19540 1 first
tead  do dn 1952, ond cnjoyed it then.  oow that [ om nearly 22
g-ara oldin, 1ocaa otill agoy ic, tasujn for quite diffcrent
Leasung,  als 15 one Joud aath 9L proffessionsl wveiting:- a
WoLh Uitk Cun wpqreal Lo aany diffelent Lypes of realer. (ihet
1 an ool different type: of resdor ot 29 than L was at 7, [
I ab least a tioy alnority of wy friciels will concele, in
spite of ay professe) cojogacat of leinlcin.) but Lo attatch
the label of 'jaofessionnl' to Robert Heinlein is not very
useful, Lo even  his wost dogyed detractors will not accuse
aity of unprolessional isa.

fygnow, about the booi.. 1t concerns the adventures of @
A5C-odd  year old  intelijent alien collud  Luwaos, who wes
Sapltured Ly a crewiazn of oae of nman's fivst FIL-ships in  the




e

varly  yedls of space exploration.  Lualod was xept as a pri by
the crewaan's Laally down thcough the gencr tions. During  the
Lo centuries or so  afbur Luwao4's arcival on carth, i wao
guicnly discoveral that our Galagy was lniebiced Ly an cnoraous
varicty of alicen socictics, so Uk prescnce of Luwiog in the
nero's Back gawdea for a Low hwndeed hears aid oot do auch W
celte  thwe curiosicy of  the acljidwurs.  daen, as the story
Opiiis, Luaox decides to jo Lor o wailie A greae deal ol
nuaourods  Sceae=selting  Cahes place wlil he IS recoptursl oo
cie wikl of e Liest chapiet .« adlat the poblon oesdaes o ko
oo whoul  thie Luast = cdue o Luaaok's  olicen orijia e
Doparbacet of Special Affairs intervenes.  pvonts coatioue  on
Lrom  wacre, &5 oo hostile olien snip acrlves ova the soose,
loosing Lo @ hldnipast moaler ol its race's toyal Loaily.

I could go on zbout cthie intervewving of © vast  Laouac ol
detail, buc it is well worth ceading by sy IGFA acaber froa 7
. L'd tatiiet talk about  cechnigue. Inere  are very aany
viewwline characters, esqociully lor a <bda' book.  fob cioelc
is no confusion in Wie reader. All toe Chedasterisaceions, even
of  Lringe-aetiun  SCeredlyes, e vely Soroind Givd well wotin
study.e e of che DooR 1s winjusr=in-cheoh = waca L owes s2van,
Al Lu Lo sover to cover;  nve L cann gee s

1o wus mecely gi

wiy hwaour, el Suc a9 (e5 1 Sald Luore) o well crafted novel

Call appael o slany castes.  aadee ore seccions thec scrile o
LOLC WalUte Cowict {aJiln sssualay suca o concession  Lran Ny
Lelends)  waden arce nor ekplicicly Lunny, buc SL11) bring .
shlle Loy Eaze. rroa tie wine of view ob ceclinigue Lhe Loos
i un obsoluce servel of [ine coofitzaensnip; i otacl wads
plov, deteils, churacterisctions and narrative siyle are <1l 4o
Leautifully inccrwoven thac lc soould be a prlae ckaaple Lo Lie
writers' worasiog of how o write Lot o broad cuddence. 8 [or
the waoral  of  the story - well, 1 oan'c really soy. but it
mighc be chis:  lucre are a lot of waiiags fn Life thot con
caciting  and Lunay wod scill be Duporcoat.  dais ided aas
noticably cbsent Lo ey oliaer  ovutlooss, as L oonlnk Ligoac
would  biave o sedly agtec. soulu 1 orecon Lisis boon w2
anyone.  lellt yos, I'Q recoaicnt iU w0 EVENTING, Cedil CT ror
oL, bulweea L aje vl reason vl aivancel
So. lucre's a ticiolein Doon rovivesd. I aope this proove
sufficient  Incoutive o soae ol wae  residoat L5t
tieinlein bDasiiers o coue out of tiwe closet. Siscuusions of nis
work  at  the wectings have lad e o beliwve chat his very
ability to convinee (or  propagandise) iits  sudlence
perticularly  tie  yowijer &aoiy  disd, 1S bhe cause of chodr
greal aoscility. woll, led's soe wial values e tries Lo put
GULOSS, Wiy  Chey wey 00U e oppropriote oucside fictiovaaliogd
constructs ol liie. I Lot one would wvodcoae @ jroetor
whAaainabion ol uis wota by diwse wio claln o have sush strong
Leellngs wbout .
Johin moedur ey

Huwa

Desilnles Vol 1, o 2 (net L1/ juae 70)

nis Is o wujesine in boosk focaat, anl righily so, botouse
it is one o buy amrl treasure.  ‘Taw contonts are roughly hall
stocrivs, nalf acticles, witn profuse illusceations by various
aelists, all besucifully  prosuced, wet dodng {ubl justice to
Law matoerial, Acticles cover, Gaonj  other  things, aow o
thopeful  dondividuead ey gualily for & ploce in otbic on a
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Spacestiip o en LY colony;  Lhings we can do once we jui there,
possisle joals  in smwce industeinlisation, elte., ete., with a
Jorgous aaitorial by Jaacl saen tylag it all tojuthor. ahere
i 4180 LEATE S of 4 {ive jutl series by Poul Axdcrson on
Lo glaecy sclense in SE, waich 1s wan uhsolute nust for any
Yeing Wit the  Eaincest inccrest in writing scicnee fiction.
sade 0L Ui seoddes [ likad o loc, saae oot. I won't detail
plots ot Jhée  awey colingo.  ‘thoy were all well and
profussionelly woicten, ool Ls such desetve caking a look  and
GeRing  your  cllce. You waybo woa't like all of thaa either,
but oo ones you do Like pou'li love.
buy CHis Lodn. Jou von't tegtel the woney.
Souby slielaujhiiia

alldeblosd waelie ; draln = Soiblefor!  dhadyn - 99p. + vat.

ihie ook consises acinly ol @ jroup of  cardboard  zubouts
wio Lol radhict wikentod  aid oub of place on L colony of
candel, Ou wiiich Uiy hisve beon scai o teport. Afcer all  they
woten'c tinete o Gl owe free will, Luc tioy seill get ceught
upg i lozal affairvs slter & wecting in a Graveysid.

tue colony euiet (Poucldoa/uliceblond) is opulatad by a
totds  of  juigy  Geli-wius. vae WAiole place is guickly
deceitucating in toe Lands od an ladividual naacd pailip,  and
ais loli=nend o dainceni.  All tac forces ere wotking to do
—olit Quniet a, anns o all builds up oo wonderfol climes wilich
1 can't well you awout, Lot bhe very jooi resson Lhst 1L was
WO Wi W tuncabet . e seory 1S gacblad by a0 serics ol
wiweliovivic ovents, wiid @ olupia code is also Uwowa in for
Oud lucie  daulining In L Lochjrowis thoro alsigs Socas oo be
Lise  Lollow culled widdoblowd, who was the wifortunate wause of
Lo colong. s

Noo cewowtaricd fur o brur Boiaa ome Soableford Lo,
oy’ oLl jut

Four Duy #lasct F Lone siar Planee 5 oale Lo Plpst ACE $2.25

vuc Liest of tisese Storles ds el o a planet eallad
Lencin. e eia Wxdustey of aiis highly uncongeniol place is
Low wdpoel 0f o Cypes oL Larjo=nolovuled wasg walen they  eklbioct
Lrut o catteln cppe of goa—monster waich tiey slaujhicer widh
Juy obondon wisiag Sutiea Canoo.

Guwd old thud wnd Dluler as e wonster hunters Light the
local nuicles i hiave  jalnel  control of both the haontecs’
omgpetative ol the aunicigality. o hero s the boy

lozal a2t = G Fenwds fYhaes (Peop/od. =
bio Louger;  wdicr SLefl - 1 one=legged  ck=lunker) here  -is
aloo e lucel  raadctonue wen awd the Doled) y acl jhibourlioo:]
Wit e 15, Ll ACTUAL BACT. ... LD you can'e gpot the 'Ricked!
i orecowd  kiwe, L think  gou siwuld seles to reading thsP in
tucue .

dhie Secaal Story 18 sboul o plinct waich has been settlad
Ly Dedals = God o Save i ety e a overy inlepaendent
wople and wili oot juin the Dolat  Leogue,  thersby  pluecing
woauiclves in cannjur of being ovvcrwactacd by Lhe nasty doj-like
S'Sraut e Wac ncro, Stopncn ik, 18 seal Lo New fiekas by the
Sular beajue as 1ts anbessador. Wi Lis eqpertise with his

Lo est el i

1
Y



Page

pistol tie proves tlaself o jooa ol boy, endears binsell to U
locul oo wiclders and cvenwually seves thic planct Lrow the
nasty doggics.  whei o load of crop!

Gues ; sycon Peless ACE S1.75 Aa Bllustratod novel.

PRLC Clupe.  Seo in YDG, Qe concerns  tie ‘sooty ol -
latter=ciny  Jueoser i jocs lvolved b soae clandoocing Ll
cloeveld, b Ehds alasell o opposicion o e Jovaniuiaat Wik
is Leywng L braliviasi everyone lalo pussivicy.  dils allics e
¢ wotplde ol old-tine tock'n'toll nusiciong, cav the daugieer of
one ol Lhul,  hiet naae 1S Jessica, and S0 Shows Dl wie saly
Latoujn Liwe dangers of che big city.  (Soucone should  neve o
wotd vila e Hlluscrators whoue the iy el aadaoty Jhachisions
vaty alanatingly froa picture o piceuec). !

IC's u lousy BVok, ki, vl o wotie, dv is oely chie first
episode oL & setial. Sowciow 1 don'e thion 1*1Y Le Scoucing
Lz LOORshops [or tue sogucl(s).

Fruans mosne

Clrius; Olol Suaptetoan.  Porguln bLooks

This 1s on lweginative and, ot thacs, wowing novel,  waich
Lells che story of o Jirl and her doge Lol dncer nincloen
Lwentivs o Lilreics, e ection tares plaze waianly Lo Lowaiog
Comlbuniiy  In Norli valus.  Wie appetently tee ticdonsl selting
is injuctad with science Liction by the [act ciet Sitius,  wie
GOy in guescion, is o ordliety Jdoj, but o super-candae wid o
large bualn, conperevle to that of o huawn  with  above—ivetagu
intelligunce.

The dog has been bred wrl devaelopsl es gt of i
Qlpctiuear by woe gicl's fatoor,  ao sadncat ntist. (tac
cuthor yives us lictic bndicacion of now this wis achicved!) o
Complute the ehpeclinant psyctiologicelly wal socivlojlcally e
dojg 1s broujne up s G Lully-peciicipating  waeas of  the
scientists Lanily.  Tac accounc of bie wnoctiodos tearing of
e dog=uhild  aahes wbuoching ceading. tie  cosouwitecs
dilliculiics (o Lok ol dokictivy) aikd toluas (abecting e
three 's), and he establishes o decp and ab tlaes exespetatiog
frienduaiop with bis  fostur-sister Plagy. 99 degg. is this
relotionsnip Lhet abt Lines Uwoujiout Lacic  jouag, lives ol
Jgitl and dog  Liid Chaaselves  secajyling o acintoin dheir
syptate ldeaticic St

As dn adult, Sholus Ll alnscll In o sitwacion  faailiae
wioujls LIose w0 hade Boteied  parc of wiaotity o
dilrepresaitted Jroups over the years.  dhe yearas for Wie cigig,
and - Le weans,  todeternine his own Jdestiny, buc is [oree] by
circuasianees Lo play osul the celatively wnicl  role  cxjaected
of i by tuwion socicly.

5wl Swecs W0 Lutopar, e voabing todds on writain
Coutacniy, Lk povel  rcachies s cliaux. A Loaally erogedy
oceuts, and, Llading  Locaselven  creasingly  alicaate! from
meabers of chueir o species, Plady ool Sirlus are diaun closcr
tojuetner  in their isolation, lonlincss and love [or one
danotier. I a weld ol pregwidve Gd fneollecanae, i
celationshipleads Linally o Leajaly.

Fiest puodlished in 1944, che novel was guite  probonly
ghcad  of  its  tlae. e style of uke cuchor nes not e,

.
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el e Low widnor regpeecty, whiich in fact  serve to
copilsiiae the spivit ol i tiacs.  ihe story is jontly el
sonsitively aadled, anl ol tioes che siyle is reminiscent  of
Dandel Koges in "Flowns for Alguonon® o 1 would pecommand Lhe
Look o tueawders of pretiy well any ajge yroup, and it by o
neans o novel for Science Fiction readars only.

B.  wItiiony

e Sinulacra o TS0,k vet + T
the Crack Lo Space o« Tipe & vat b 23
Qe.(sic) baturity . 85p + vat v 222

-

Qe rda) o Jogad o Ubpe o+ ovat b 22772
A1 by Pailip Ko Dick. 21l frow ignws Books

I i) EOORS eV brougiac ouc this long neeldedl seluection
ol Looas Ly o wrilerl who has been reswonsible for as nuch goord
St G ahy. e ooss need nob be tead tojgother;  the styles
vety  Lroa Loor Lo ook, bur of one thing you may Do sure:  you
ele Justanteen a joud real.

the Sl oied e Creck in Dpace are werhops che
closese Lo boti theae Gnd soyle.  wocn Soavecn Lubure soclietics
wildne Lhe 1ot of Wie ordinaty ladividusl is anything buc  good.
nilo suasicive baniling of wmat hes been wallad *the masses' is
Sonrecaing wich discinguisacs olek Lrow o Lok of otier Guthors
- Zven wose of Sugpuscdly 'soclalise' vias. e naan Scens to
Loth like and udctstaod ordinery geople.  1e is not,  pirhaps,
jiving ey oo much IL I say that Dick, an cteranl optinist,
nas ens gy waich boon shiow hils ogsentially hopeful picture  of
Liie  Luture, ood bls realisction taat it Is U3 i must laake
Luat future for oucselves.

Ut buturicy is o2t in the very Ear disteat Luture, ad  in
e Dick ekandnes o socicey wnizh is o both  nidebownd  and
ovel wpdbeivd.  die cloo discusses an acliouae o death warich is
vity far teaove!  [rou toat of 26th cenlury civilisetion. he
Deaales  thils subject  dn ooy whiien Is 0 surpcisingly
wnituetbaining,  so wmuzh so chat you coula read this book awl not
Le e Gt all wiat sone very Luddaacntal  oelicls  are beliyg
Sthallen gl

L1z w0 Japed wan, for ae, thi nost difficulu book  to
Linisu. lae bero is Lo dess fubljuousiy deewn chan in thie
other booas, wirl Lhis wanes 1t less desarling, but aluo  less
satisloactory. Lo is, none whe less, a Elne read.
Boin <o wsultead

PUURE b LaSG

watiitr warey bwrtison. April: Le. wovid Fejan on the
govtan Lot calicteccestedal Lile. sy @0 mnae meZalleey.
June o rrane dochic on eicace btiction and Socialisn, Now
caladar efter the AGH.

Brokn
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